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STATE DEPARTMENT AUTHORIZATION/U.N. Debts to the United States

SUBJECT: Foreign Relations Revitalization Act of 1995 . . . S. 908. Helms modified amendment No. 2026 to the Dole
amendment No. 2025.

ACTION: AMENDMENT AGREED TO, 94-2

SYNOPSIS: As reported, S. 908, the Foreign Relations Revitalization Act of 1995, will streamline foreign policy operation

It will abolish the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency (ACDA), the Agency for International Developmen
(AID), and the United States Information Agency (USIA), and will give the State Department responsibility for their fufiogions.
bill will authorize $23.5 billion in total over the next 4 years, for an estimated savings of $3.66 billion.

The Dole amendment would fence $3.5 million of the $7 million authorized in the bill for funding for international conferenc
until the Secretary of State certified that no funds available to the Department of State were obligated or expendedsiatémited
participation in the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women while Harry Wu, a United States citizen, was detaine
the People's Republic of China. If the Secretary were unable to make that certification, the withheld funds would be tetirned t
U.S. Treasury.

The Helms modified amendmentvould require that at least $10 million of the funds authorized for assessed contributions t
the United Nations (section 201) and for international conferences and commissions (section 301) be withheld until the Secr
of State reports to Congress: the names of diplomatic personnel accredited to the United Nations or foreign missioni®tb the L
Nations who have accrued overdue debts to businesses and individuals in the United States; and that the United Natjons Se
General is cooperating fully with the United States or is taking effective steps on his own, including publishing thedebtwes,of
to resolve overdue debts owed by diplomats and missions accredited to the United Nations.

Those favoringthe amendment contended:

Hiding behind the shield of diplomatic immunity, deadbeat diplomats posted to the United Nations have accrued more tha
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million in delinquent debts to U.S. banks, landlords, hospitals, hotels, utility companies, and merchants in New Yorkr@ithg acc

to a United Nations report. Thirty-one missions have contributed to the debt, but five missions alone are responsibiedot 83 pe

of it. Though the United Nations kept the names of those five nations secret, they reportedly are Sierra Leone, Conigerizaire, L

and the Central African Republic. Secretary General Boutros Ghali has suggested forming a working group to discuss the problem.
We see no reason for a new layer of bureaucracy--there is really nothing to discuss. The names of the deadbeats sisbeld be publi
and they should be forced to pay up. The Helms amendment would have the United States withhold $10 million from the United
Nations until such time as it is willing to put pressure on diplomats to pay their bills, including by publishing the nimadisaztts.

We trust our colleagues agree with this approach, and will join us in voting in favor of the Helms amendment.

No arguments were expressed in opposition to the amendment.



